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Facts relating to Girls’ Education and HIV

 HIV and AIDS is located in the sphere of the youth 
population – 14.3 among 15-49 yrs includes the 
aadolescent population becoming sexually active  

 Owing to gender inequalities girls and women are 
indirectly or directly more at risk of HIV infection -
HIV prevalence stands at 16% for females 
compared to 12% for males.

 High schoolgirls pregnancy figures stood at 
13,133, while Re-entry was  only 4,952 in 2008 
(MOE Statistical Bulletin)

 Maternal mortality in 2007 was recorded at 449 for 
every 100,000 births (MoH, 2007) 

“The 
war 

against 
AIDS 

will be 
won 

when it 
is won 
among 

the 
youth.” 

M.J 
Kelly 
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Key 
Challenges 

to Education 
sector’s 

response to 
gender and 
HIV/AIDS

Low commitment to 
and lack of 

mechanisms to 
manage violence 

against girls

MOE priority –
expansion of access 

vs. quality 
considerations 

Failure to domesticate 
human rights protocols 
and duality of the legal 

system

Low Human 
resource capacity to 
mainstream gender 

and HIV

Gender inequity in  
education opportunities 

and allocation of 
resources

Policies that have 
negatively impacted on 
girls’ education – de-

boarding

Weak ASRH 
Curriculum and 

execution 
challenges

Ineffective 
implementation of 
the Re-entry policy
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MOE Response and Limitations
 Prevention – MOE integrated HIV and life skills information in basic and high 

school curriculum; CSO ASRH projects 
 Absence of harmonized curriculum , yet proliferation of CSO ASRH project –

mixed messages
 MOE policy against sex education and condom distribution in schools
 Taboos and traditional practices restrict open discussion about sex and 

reproduction between teachers and their pupils – limited impact
 Care and support  - Mainly bursary support for orphans and ART for HIV+

 Bursary package insufficient and not comprehensive 
 No policy on OVC in education
 Absence of structured counseling and nutritional support for HIV+; 

dependence on limited CSO intervention
 HIV&AIDS in the workplace 

 lack of prioritized funding for comprehensive and mainstreamed HIV 
programs

 Planning, management and mitigation
 MOE coordination mechanisms intra and inter-sector have been weak, e.g. 

no monitoring of CSO work in schools 4



ABOUT FAWE, ZAMBIA
• Registered as NGO under  Societies Act of Zambia 

on 8th March 1996
• Affiliated to FAWE, a Pan-African regional network 

of leading female educationalists and researchers  
• National association of female and male gender 

activist in education

Historical 
perspective 

• To advocate for educational policies and 
programmes that promote gender equity and to 
enhance participation of all those involved in the 
promotion and provision of girls’ education

Mission

• Sustainable development is based on equitable 
participation of females in all spheres and at all 
levels of national development

• Education for all is both a human right and a 
development necessity

Philosophy
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The AIR/CHANGES2/FAWEZA Partnership: 
Integrated response to HIV through PEPFAR

FAWEZA partnership with AIR/C2: 2005-2009 continued from CAA/C1
partnership 2002-2004 OVC Scholarship program and the FHI Safety project 
 Issue: Due to discrimination against girls, they are the first choice to be 

withdrawn from school when family incomes dwindle or for care-giving 
role.

 Response: Full Scholarship package: - for 7,911 vulnerable girls and 
2,960  orphaned boys at Grade 10 – 12 in the period 2006–2009. 
Scholarship covered tuition fees, PTA levies, uniform, examination fees, 
boarding fees, where necessary and a small stipend to cover essential 
personal expenses

 Issue: Lack of sanitary ware – frequent absenteeism and ultimately poor 
performance

 Response: “Comfort kit” – an essential hygiene and sanitation kit, with 
reusable pads enabled girls’ school attendance during menstruation
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Integrated response .....

 Issue: Distance to 
school/Safety and security –
informal weekly boarding 
arrangements put girls at risk 
of abuse and exploitation

 Response: to protect the 
investment in scholarship 
recipients living in high risk 
and unsafe environments, 
FAWEZA mobilized 
communities to construct four 
girls’ hostels at approximately 
20% of MOE cost of 
construction. Increased 
enrollment, retention and 
completion rates.
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Integrated response .....
 Issue: Most girls endure abuse and exploitation in silence because they are 

raised to be obedient and not to assert themselves – most dropped out due 
to being ‘traded’ into marriage for ‘lobola,’ used for dangerous traditional 
practices - sexual cleansing/spousal inheritance or become victims of 
transactional sex, coerced sex for family survival or because of myths about 
HIV and AIDS – compensation rather than legal redress

 Response: Mentoring through the SAFE Club: - a peer support mechanism 
that fosters creation of positive gender relations among pupils and students. 
SAFE Clubs provide space for exchange of SRH knowledge and life skills -
self expression, improved communication and negotiation skills and foster 
self respect and confidence, while at interpersonal level, young people 
experience solidarity, trust and respect for others, and learn to recognize 
and protect themselves from exploitation and abuse. Significant reduction in 
pregnancy and dropout rates among scholarship recipients. 

 Response: Community advocacy against traditional practices that put girls’ 
education at risk – partnership with traditional and community leaders 
causing slow but notable change in attitudes towards female education e.g. 
outlawing withdrawal of schoolgirls for marriage 8



The Cost of neglecting girls’ Education 
in the context of HIV/AIDS

 In addressing issues of 
HIV and AIDS it is 
critical to reduce girls 
and women’s 
vulnerability to 
HIV/AIDS. Fig. 1 shows 
that education alone is 
not enough protection 
against HIV. Women 
and girls’ SR rights 
need to be protected by 
legislation and women 
need to be empowered 
to be able to make 
choices

Workshop on Human Trafficking, 
Gender and HIV – 5 May 2010
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The Cost of neglecting girls’ Education 
in the context of HIV/AIDS

 The horrifying equation of 16.2% HIV/AIDS rates among productive age  girls 
and women; high schoolgirl pregnancy – reported by MOH/WHO (2009) as 3 
in 10 young women aged 15-19 years  are either have given birth or carrying 
a pregnancy; and high maternal mortality rates, which according to the 2007 
Economic Report, stood at 449 per 100,000 births, calls for urgent and 
resolute action.

 HIV/AIDS has worsened Zambian girls’ and women’s education prospects. 
Insufficient levels of education, skills and access to information, means higher 
illiteracy and lower employment opportunities for women, and as Barker 
states, “In a global economic order where the value for one’s labour is 
determined by the amount of education and training one possesses, being 
deprived of education, confining one to a state of powerlessness, exclusion, 
dependence and lack of control” (Barker, 2006). 

 As long as Human Development Indicators show poverty levels of 58% 
among female-headed households compared to 43% for male-headed 
households; (CSO, 2003) illiteracy of 41.7% among the female population, 
compared to 23.4 among males; maternal mortality rates of 449 for 100,000 
births, . Zambia’s development targets will continue to be elusive.



What needs to be done?
 Government action:

 Curriculum reform - To provide age-appropriate curriculum materials on gender and 
HIV/AIDS, sexual and reproductive health and human rights. Life Skills education should 
provide wide range of opportunities for self development and solidarity building;  including 
career exposition; personal counseling, and mentorship

 Conduct mapping of child protection activists and spearhead development of coordination 
and referral mechanisms for SRH and OVC support programs targeting learners, especially 
girls

 Devote adequate funds for human resource capacity development in addressing gender and 
HIV/AIDS  in education 

 MOE needs to equalize education opportunities for females to enter sectors ascribed as 
‘male domain,’ to avoid manpower vacuum caused by attrition due to HIV/AIDS

 USAID action
 Work with MOE/CSO to establish monitoring systems and structures to track HIV programs 

targeting girls.
 Support CSO to facilitate scholarship packages; including mentorship of girls, safe 

accommodation, and outside school study groups to help girls catch up

 Non-state actors
 Work within the framework of Schools as Centers of Care and Support to reform school 

cultures by building school/community partnerships  that will ensure care and support for 
orphans and HIV infected pupils and teachers in and outside school. 

 Advocate for education policy reform and legislation to protect girls and women’s SR rights 
and against clutural practices that violate such rights 11



Measuring success
 Short term indicators:

 Increase in level of SRH knowledge
 Increased reporting of cases of abuse???

 Medium term 
 Reduction in schoolgirl pregnancy 
 Reduction in drop out due to forced marriage

 Long term
 Increased transition to 3rd level education for girls
 Reduction in the GPI from current 0.96 basic and 0.83 at high 

school
 Policy and legislative protection of female SR rights
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